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DIGEST EDITION 


AvuTomMoTivE News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime. This is especially true since Automotive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AUTOMOTIVE 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 

(Next Regular Edition, Including Truck Section, Jan. 22) 
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Sparks 


Labor turnover has been most 
shocking in industries having dim 
postwar outlook. 

* * * 

“Sure we made mistakes” is a 
theme a good portion of Washing- 
ton could adopt without hurting the 
war effort. 





* * * 


Packard for past year has been 
sending its workers in service over- 
seas personal kits, bearing company 
birthday greetings. They’re nifty. 


* » * 


Because of the extra military de- 
mand, it doesn’t look like WPB will 
be able to free any raw materials 
when Germany falls. 

* * * 


Batteries are apparently becom- 
ing a problem, and WPB recently 
placed production of new batteries 
near the top of their “urgent” list. 

ok * ae 


Materials Outlook 


Looks like steel during second 
quarter will be in shortest supply 
in more than 18 months; copper will 
be okay for essential needs pro- 
vided other countries maintain pro- 


duction. 
* * cI 


No Special Favors 
Much as the NADA service show 
would have aided wartime main- 
tenance, cancellation of the Jan. 
29-31 event was a swell gesture. 
Although technically the conven- 
tion came within the Feb. 1 dead- 
line set by Mobilizer Byrnes, the 
cancellation emphasizes that auto 
dealers have asked for no special 
government favors during the war. 
* ca a 


Saving Cars 

With new automobiles not yet in 
sight and used cars getting scarcer, 
figures released by the Canadian de- 
partment of munitions and supply, 
show that 113,500 cars have disap- 
peared from the Canadian roads 
since 1941. There are now 1,170,000 
cars licensed in Canada. 

Normally a_ three-year 
would see about 200,000 
scrapped and replaced. 

cd * *# 


Heroic Efforts 

Contrary to rumors that the U. S. 
First Army lost all of its munitions 
when the Germans counter-at- 
tacked, it’s now revealed that heroic 
efforts of ordnance troops saved all 
but a small quantity of tank tracks 
and 2,000 tons of ammunition. 


U. S. Ordnance headquarters in 
Europe announced last week that 
15,000 ordnance men moved nearly 
every piece of equipment stored in 
depots in the path of the advancing 
Nazis, at the same time continuing 
under fire their normal repair func- 
tions. 


period 
cars 


* * * 


“No Relief” 


The tempo of the new Congress on 
the question of tax reduction ap- 
parently is summed up in this state- 
ment: “No immediate relief can be 
expected.” 

Proposals were made in a secret 
and confidential report of the joint 
staff to the House-Senate tax com- 
mittee shortly before Christmas, but 
no decisions were reached. They in- 
cluded accelerated depreciation, 
immediate availability of postwar 
tax refunds after the European 
war, and increasing the specific ex- 
emptions for excess profits tax pur- 
poses from $10,000 to $25,000. 


NADA Sehedules Skeleton Sessions 


Cancelled Convention to be Replaced by Three Parleys Jan. 28-31; 
Driver Gas Rations Face Cut if Army Needs Rise; 
Relief Seen in °45 for Public Transportation 


Although the National Automobile 
Dealers Assn. convention has been 
postponed indefinitely, the executive 
committee will meet in Chicago at the 
Stevens Hotel, Jan. 28, directors will 
meet Jan. 29-30 and a meeting of the OPA industry ad- 
visory committee will be held Jan. 31, NADA revealed last 
week. These skeletonized meetings will be held to discuss 
dealer problems demanding attention in connection with 
the war effort, according to Ray Chamberlain, executive 
secretary of NADA. It is understood that William F. Kelly 
and Don Smith, of the OPA automotive price section, and 
James Foley, legal counselor of the same department, will 
attend. 

NADA leaders explained that the convention and equip- 
ment exhibit was postponed in view of NADA’s desire to 
cooperate to the fullest extent in the war effort. Techni- 
cally, NADA need not have put its meeting off since War 
Mobilizer James Byrne’s request for cancellation of con- 
ventions is to take effect Feb. 1 and the convention was 
scheduled for the last days of January. NADA requested 
that all state and local automobile dealer associations fall 
in line with the government’s request and note that after 
Feb. 1 permission must be secured from a special com- 
mittee headed by ODT Director Johnson to hold any meet- 
ing of 50 or more persons. 

* * & 

An increase in the military demand for 
Driver Gas Rations gasoline in 1945 would reduce the al- 
Face Cut If Army lotment to American motorists, Ralph 
Needs Rise K. Davies, deputy petroleum admin- 
istrator, declared last week. “Gasoline 
output is at its maximum,” Davies said. “Manufacturers 
and refineries are now operating close to capacity. We are 
now satisfying present military demands in full as well 

as supporting the present civilian rations. 

“But if military demands increase much we would have 
to meet them at the expense of the American civilians.” 
The only chance of more gasoline would come from a sud- 
den end to the war in Europe, Davies said. “I believe the 
difference would be felt at home within 30 days after the 


end of the war,” he said. 
& * * 


Skeleton Parleys 
To Take Place of 
NADA Convention 


Although doubtful about new cars, 
Packard President George Christo- 
pher predicted last week that public 
transportation systems will get relief 
during 1945, regardless of the mili- 
tary situation in Europe. The relief will take the form of 
increased production of buses, along with approval for the 
production of several thousand taxicabs in which Packard 
hopes to participate, he declared. 

(In government circles it is considered extremely doubt- 


ful that the raw materials supply will permit new cars 
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3) 


Some Relief Seen 
In °45 for Public 


Transportation 





News in Brief 


of the industry was 93 percent 
of capacity for the week begin- 
ning Jan. 8, compared with 95.8 
percent one week ago, 96.9 per- 
cent one month ago and 96.7 
percent one year ago. 


Ford Plea Fails 

WASHINGTON. — The Ford 
Motor Co. lost its appeal on the 
Indiana gross income tax last 
week when the Supreme Court 
refused to rule on the case. Ford 
contended that it is not subject 
to the tax on vehicle sales in 
Indiana because all Ford prod- 
ucts are made outside of Indi- 
ana and are sold to dealers with- 
in the state. 


Towa Dealer Law 

DES MOINES, Ia.—State leg- 
islation to prevent automobile 
dealers from operating “off the 
curbstone” has been proposed 
here by the State Motor Vehicle 
department. The bill provides 
that a licensed automobile dealer 
must have a place of business 
with a roof, increases the license 
fee from $5 to $12.50 and pro- 
vides for the employment of two 
men to enforce it. 


Steel Dips Again 

NEW YORK.—The operating 
rate of steel companies having 
94 percent of the steel capacity 





Car of the Past and Future 
Studied at SAE Parley 


DETROIT.—War, the postwar and a dash of post-postwar were 
mixed well and poured into the ears of the 3,500 who attended the 
SAE annual war engineering conference at the Hotel Book-Cadillac 
here last week. 

On being installed as president of SAE, James M. Crawford, chief 
engineer of Chevrolet, said that the principles of the SAE war- 
engineering program, which has won the approval and confidence 
of the military, should be perpetuated to form the basis of postwar 
cooperation. There is a belief, he said, that industry should assume 
the obligation of cooperation with the armed forces to the end that 
modern equipment may be available for military training. 

Helpful war-engineering knowledge was exchanged, but when 
it came to the postwar car, the thing got a little confusing. That 
wasn’t especially surprising though, since the postwar car was built 
out of popular opinion as woven by automobile editors of four 
newspapers—Bert Pierce, of the New York Times; Herbert D. Wil- 
son, of the Chicago Herald-American; Gordon Hebert, of the New 
Orleans Times-Picayune, and John Burke, of the San Francisco 
Examiner. 

Here’s the way it comes out: 

A four-door sedan with wider, more comfortable seats adjustable 
up and down as well as fore and aft; more headroom; three-passen- 
ger front seats; improved ventilation; gadgets that work (always 
a sure-fire idea) and are located for convenient use; sound-proofing; 
more and better vision all around; simple, durable upholstery; less 
chromium trim; narrower fenders; streamlining but not at the 
expense of room and comfort, and bumpers all around, or at least 
bumpers at standard heights. 

And, of course, all this isn’t supposed to increase the price sub- 
stantially because another poll of public opinion indicates that the 
public isn’t going to buy if the prices go up too high. 

By sections, the demands were: West—windshield wipers that 
won’t slow up on hills and reflectors on both sides of the car. In 
colors, the West preferred light gray, with black and blue follow- 
ing. The East called for more vision, not so high hoods, less chrome, 
more headroom, less noise. The South leaned toward rakish models, 
striking color combinations, liberal use of chrome, more comfort- 
able seats, air conditioning, controls nearer the driver. The Mid- 
west favored the four-door sedan and more comfort but was not too 
interested in summer cooling. Black was the favorite color, with 
two-tone next. All seemed to agree on the need for a wiper for the 
rear window, better jacks and more convenient places to apply them. 

Turning from the public to the engineers, John Oswald, of 
General Motors, said that wartime experiences of drivers with pro- 
longed ownership of automobiles generally has been so satisfactory 
that motorists may be disinclined to resume the practice of fre- 
quent trade-ins. Immediate postwar demand for 6,000,000 vehicles 
a year may settle down to 3,000,000 a year, he estimated. He said 
that it may be assumed that post postwar cars, having even greater 
quality and longevity, will induce many purchasers to become long- 
time owners. 

Use of gayly colored fabrics inside and outside of the auto- 
mobile was foreseen by Morris Sanders, industrial designer and 
architect. He predicted that standard fibers, together with rayon, 
nylon and glass, can be used to produce coverings which can be 
cleaned easily and will wear longer. 

A new field of power steering possibilities, presenting as many 
difficulties as opportunities, was discussed by Francis W. Davis, 
consulting engineer of Waltham, Mass. Use of power steering in 
military vehicles presages peacetime use on motor trucks, buses, 
tractors, off-the-road units. Vibration problems encountered in the 
diesel engine were discussed by Frederic P. Porter, of Fairbanks, 
Morse & Co., and T. H. Peirce, of H. A. King Co. Application of 
electric immersion heaters to the water jackets of motor vehicle 
engines was recommended by E. P. Gohn, of Atlantic Refining Co. 
Minor differences in water jacket temperatures were said to have 
major effects on starting ease. 

James R. Kendrick, of Lockheed, outlined what he termed the 
aero-economic philosophy, asserting that flying taxicabs could 
augment ground transportation, either for traveling moderate 
distances at high speed, for commuting from suburban areas, for 
collecting and distributing passengers and goods from main air- 
line terminals, and for fast pickup and delivery service of light 
merchandise. 


Multiple power plants were recommended for trucks and buses 
by F. R. Fageol, of Twin Coach Co., and Ralph M. Werner, of 
United Parcel Service. The speakers said that equipping of com- 
mercial vehicles with multi-engines reduces initial cost, improves 
performance, increases earning power and enhances operating 
reliability. In the aircraft engine field, progress toward maximum 
performance with minimum fuel consumption through detonation 
control was described by John M. Whitmore and John R. Burns, of 
Allison_division, General Motors; Philip J. Costa, of Sperry Gyro- 
scope Co., and John W. Streett, of Wright Aeronautical Corp. 




















DES MOINES, Iowa.—The Des 
Moines Automobile Dealers Assn. 
has opened an advertising offensive 
here to combat a growing increase 
in used car black market operations. 

Harry E. Peverill, president of the 
association, estimated that better 
than half of the cars now changing 
hands in Iowa are being sold at 
above-ceiling prices. 

Peverill said about 80 percent of 
the car transfers are between in- 
dividuals while the dealers are 


Anti-Diversion Bill 
Pushed in Wis., 
Road Fund Urged 


MILWAUKEE.—Speaking at the 
annual dinner here of the Milwaukee 
County Automobile Dealers’ Assn., 
State Senator Bernhard Gettelman 
revealed that Wisconsin’s 1945 legis- 
lature would be urged by its interim 
committee on highways to terminate 
the diversion of automotive tax rev- 


enues by segregating such money | 


into a state highway fund. 


The committee’s decisions were | 
disclosed by Gettelman after hearing | 


an address by State Highway Com- 
mission Chairman James R. Law, 


who proposed spending $28,000,000 | 


annually on state trunk highways 
during the first 10 years after the 
war. The proposed expenditures 
would be more than double the $13,- 
500,000 spent annually before Pearl 
Harbor. 

Estimating that the 10,000 miles 
of state trunk highways carry 75 
percent of the traffic in the state, 
Law declared that they had been 
wearing out much faster than they 
have been replaced for the last 13 
years. Pointing out that the total 
cost of highways already hard sur- 
faced has been $270,000,000, he con- 
tended that thorough maintenance 
should be provided to safeguard that 
investment. 

After 17 different allotments have 
been taken out of the $28,000,000 
yielded annually during the war 


years by Wisconsin’s gasoline tax, | 


only $3,500,000 remains for use by the 
state highway department, Law said. 
To pay for the proposed postwar 


ues to other purposes be halted, 
yielding $2,500,000; that the motor 
carrier fees, which now go to the 


general fund, be transferred to the | 


highway fund, yielding $2,000,000; 
that the state match $5,000,000 an- 
nually, which has been offered for 
highway use by the federal govern- 
ment; and that of the $8,000,000 a 
year now credited to the counties, 
the $3,500,000 which the counties are 
using to retire bonds be turned over 


to the state in 1947, when bonds :n | 
most cases will have been retired. | 


Anticipated postwar increases. in 
gasoline tax receipts would complete 
the program, he said. 

Senator Gettelman said that the 
legislative interim committee’s re- 
port would urge legislature to ap- 
prove virtually every suggestion 
contained in Law’s program. 


Williamson Sees New Laws 
For Auto Trades in Texas 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Members 
of the Texas Automotive Dealers 
Assn. have had a good year during 
1944, and their position in the na- 
tional field may best be attested by 
the fact that membership during this 
year has showed a gain of 30 percent 


Turning Ads on Gyps 


Des Moines Dealers’ Association Opens Attack 
On Over-Ceiling Sales 





| Atlanta post in 1938, he served as 


- | field sales executive in the Philadel- 
construction program, he suggested | 


the diversion of gasoline tax reven- | 
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getting in on the other 20 percent. 

“All we get are the rougher deals. 
The legitimate dealers never get a 
chance at the cream-puffs, shiny 
comparatively new cars in good run- 
ning condition,” Peverill said. 

George E. O’Malley, district en- 
forcement attorney for the Office of 
Price Administration, conceded that 
the situation is “bad” and said: “The 
dealers as a general thing seem to be 
watching their step on price ceilings. 
But there doesn’t seem to be any de- 
sire on a large part of the general 
public to comply.” 

Peverill said the dealers’ hands 
are tied. “The cars are going to 
fly-by-nights. The legitimate 
dealer doesn’t want to violate the 
ceilings and he couldn’t even if he 
wanted to.” 

Buyers coming into the state from 
other states have been complicating 
the problem, the association presi- 
dent contended. 

“They'll bet a car owner $100 that 
he won’t accept the ceiling price for 
his car. The owner accepts and re- 
ceives the extra $100.” 


used car prices. 


Studebaker Picks 
Paul Davis As 


Sales Manager 


SOUTH BEND.—Paul R. Davis 
has been appointed general sales 
manager of Studebaker, it was an- 
nounced last week by K. B. Elliott, 
vice-president in charge of sales. 
He succeeds C. Scott Fletcher, now 
on leave of absence as executive 
director of the Committee for Eco- 
nomic Development. 

In his new capacity, Davis will 
be in charge of the company’s war- 
time program of assistance to its 
dealers and activities relating to 
car and truck conservation. Most 
recently holding the position of 
assistant sales manager, Davis also 
has had charge of Studebaker sales 
activities in the Southeastern states 
with headquarters at Atlanta. 

Prior to his assignment to the 


phia, Boston and Cincinnati areas 
and in a number of foreign coun- 
tries. In addition Davis held from 
time to time various assignments 
at the home office in South Bend. 
He has been with Studebaker since 
shortly after his graduation from 
Georgia Tech in 1924. 


Elect in Phila. 


PHILADELPHIA.—A. A. Anders 
has been elected president of the 
Chevrolet Dealers Assn. of Philadel- 
phia. B. L. Bryner was named vice- 
president; William MacFarlane, sec- 
retary, and Morris Brown, treasurer. 

Directors elected at the meeting 
|include L. C. Krisher, A. A. Jacobs, 





and now stands second among all: 


other state associations, Hon. W. A. 
Williamson, first vice-president and 
general manager, reported last week. 

A member of the Texas House of 
Representatives, Williamson pre- 
dicted a number of measures effec- 
tive to the automotive trades in the 
current session which meets soon. 
Among these is the question of diver- 
sion of highway funds, an amend- 
ment to be offered which would pro- 
hibit such diversification. Such 
amendment would be offered in the 
form of a resolution to an amend- 
ment to the constitution, to be voted 
upon by the people. 

Two bills will be offered by the 
League of Texas Municipalities. One 
bill would provide that counties be 
required to part with 40 percent of 


A. R. Shuman, W. E. Calhoun, and 
| L. T. Brown, all located here. 


license fee collections from city resi- 
dents and turn this money over to 
cities in the counties. Under the pres- 
ent law counties retain 100 percent 
of the net total of $50,000 until the 
county receives a total of not more 
than $175,000. Few counties receive 
more than $50,000. e proposed bill 
would not effect the share the state 
receives from auto license fees. 


The other bill provides that all 
taxes must be paid on an automobile 
before a license can be issued. 


Williamson reported that while 
there had been no agitation for a 
dealer’s licensing bill, there was a 
possibility that it might be brought 
up at this session, which continues 
for 120 days. 


Headquarters of the association 
are in this city. Officers, in addition 
to Williamson, are: Ira L. McColis- 
ter, Dallas, president; Joe Freeman, 
San Antonio, 2nd vice president; and 
George H. Jones, Corpus Christi, 3rd 
vice president. M. Duty serves as 
secretary. 


The OPA attorney said a nation- |. 
| wide investigation is under way on 













Some Relief Seen in °45 


(Continued from Page 1) 
before Germany is defeated. Moreover, it is believed that, 
due to the necessity for maintaining high war output for 
the Japanese war, materials controls will restrict new-car 
production to about 2,000,000 units the first year after the 
green light is flashed. There is a possibility, however, that 
one or more industries might be released from materials 
controls to aid the nation’s economy.) 

Christopher revealed that Packard in 1944 shipped 57 
percent more PT-boat marine and Rolls-Royce aircraft en- 
gines than in the previous year’s peak and, through low- 
ered costs to the government, increased its sales and bill- 
ings only 32 percent. The company produced its 55,122nd 
combat engine during the year, with business in 1944 ex- 
ceeding $450,000,000 compared with $341,000,000 for 1943. 

* 


In citing the need for relief on public 
transportation, Christopher called at- 
tention to government figures show- 
ing that in 1944 the cost of maintain- 
ing the nation’s taxicabs exceeded the 
original cost of the vehicles. In view of the critical man- 
power situation, the government naturally believes it would 
save labor hours by building new taxis, Christopher said. 
Packard, which has been dickering on the taxicab deal for 
some time, could get into production on these vehicles 
within a short time, he said. 

Packard also is eyeing the truck-engine field for postwar. 
Christopher revealed that the company has plans to reduce 
its present marine engine from a 12-cylinder, 1500-horse- 
power job down to a six-cylinder, 400-horsepower engine 
for use in 10-ton trucks. He said Packard has been dicker- 


ing with several truck manufacturers. 
%* * cg 


Packard Hopes 
To Produce 
Some Taxicabs 


A major motive behind the company's 
decision to stay in the aircraft engine 
production field after the war is to 
keep abreast of powerplant develop- 
ments that might be applicable to 
automobile engines, Christopher told newsmen. He believes 
that the company five years from now would be far behind 
the parade if it did not stay in the aircraft engine field and 
profit by the engineering, research and development experi- 
ence probable in that field through Air Forces cooperation. 

Christopher reported that: progress is slow on preparing 
necessary engineering changes for the first postwar cars, 
due to shortage of technical employes now needed on war 
production. Only during “breather’’ periods between war 
projects can any work be done on automobiles, and thus 
far these periods have been few, he said. He predicted that 
in the first five postwar years engineers will get first call 
to reduce the cost of automobiles, declaring that in the last 
pre-war years the production men had effected most of the 
savings. He sees the possibility of silver bearings in the 
post postwar cars, because “they’re better load carrier's,” 
but pointed out that it will be necessary to shorten up the 


crankshaft bearings at the same time. 
%*& * * 


Expects Aircraft 
Work to Aid 
Auto Engines 


Christopher told about government 
approval already granted Packard for 
a necessary program of building car 
replacement parts vital to motor car 
maintenance. Production lines have 
been established, he said, and car parts are now being pro- 
duced to refill depleted inventories. He said parts shipments 
had been 22 percent greater than 1943, but that the demand 
was still great. 

“Preservation of the motor car dealer is another respon- 
sibility of twofold importance,” Christopher continued. 
“Without him, the war worker could have no personal 
transportation maintained. Without him, there could be no 
outlet for the future motor cars whose production and 
distribution spell postwar jobs for millions of returning 
servicemen.” To protect these points, Christopher said 
Packard had strengthened its merchandising organization 
and initiated car service programs throughout its dealer 
body. This has increased, he reported, more than 10 per- 
cent in total outlets to serve the wartime motorist, with 
“78 percent of our total expansion towards an ultimate 
200,000 annual car goal already completed.’ The dealer 
body now totals 1,453. 


Parts Shipments 
At Packard Rise 
32 Percent in °44 


,needs for trucks and truck equip- 
| ment. 

| Because of the dealers’ direct con- 
|tact with automobile buyers, Davis 
|said that “more definite and prac- 









Ford Completes 








Poll of Dealers 


on Accessories 


DEARBORN.—To obtain a more 
definite idea of the automobile buy- 
er’s postwar automotive accessory 
needs and desires, the Ford Motor 
Co. has just completed a poll of its 
nearly 7,000 dealers, according to J. 
R. Davis, director of sales and adver- 
tising. 

The survey is in keeping, Davis ex- 
plained, with the company’s new 'pol- 
icy of consulting dealers in shaping 
postwar sales and production pro- 
grams. 

Another poll of dealers now is be- 
ing made to determine postwar 


tical information can be obtained 
through a 100 percent dealer survey 
than by polling a small percentage 
of the public by questionnaire which, 
actually, is not an adequate yard- 
stick of public reaction.” 


Reclaimed Rubber Up 


WASHINGTON. — An increase of 
one-fourth of a cent a pound in 
manufacturers’ maximum prices of 
reclaimed rubber is announced by 
the Office of Price Administration. 
This increase is also permitted on 
charges for the service of processing 
scrap rubber furnished by the buyer 
into reclaimed rubber, OPA said. 





Read J. ack Weed’s Beckshop for some 
highlights in the service field. 


DIGEST EDITION 
Douglas Named 


Manager of GM 


Truck Division 


DETROIT.—Appointment of Mor- 
gan D. Douglas as general manager 
of the GMC Truck and Coach di- 
vision is announced by C. E. Wilson, 
president of General Motors. 

Douglas will succeed Irving B. 
Babcock, who recently resigned. 

Later: The 
board of directors 
of General Mo- 
tors Corp. elected 
Douglas a _ vice- 
president of the 
corporation. 

Douglas has 
been general 
parts and acceso- 
ries manager of 
Chevrolet since 
1929. He also has 
M. D. Douglas been general 
manager of General Motors Parts 
since 1933 and director of parts 
distribution for General Motors War 
Products. 

Douglas, starting with Chevrolet 
30 years ago as a retail salesman, 
has been assistant zone manager, 
zone manager, regional sales man- 
ager and assistant general sales 
manager. 


OPA Boards 
Held Bar to 
Violations Poll 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—Following a 
request of the National Automobile 
Dealers Assn., the Pennsylvania 
Automotive Assn. recently began a 
poll of its members to obtain in- 
formation on used car price ceil- 
ings from War Price and Ration- 
ing boards. 

Although some boards cooper- 
ated in the poll, others refused to 
give out any information, accord- 
ing to a PAA representative. 

The association contends that 
this is an indication that the OPA 
is aware of wholesale violations, 
and does not want any organiza- 
tion to collect evidence against 
OPA operations. 

The PAA reports that at present 
they have not heard of any con- 
victions for violations since the 
price ceilings became effective. 


Good Start 


Shop Needs More Space 


4. Months after Debut 

FARGO, N. D.—(UTPS).—In the 
four months since the Travis broth- 
ers, Harold, Donald and George, 
opened their rebuilding and paint 
shop, their first and only advertis- 
ing was a plea for a larger building. 

Their temporary quarters are so 
small for their business that they 
must turn work away after all avail- 
able space is filled. 

George has just reported to the 
Army, while Donald has a medical 
discharge. The brothers have been 
together in business all their lives. 
When George returns, the partner- 
ship will again be complete. 


Labor Notes 


The Chrysler Corp. and UAW- 
CIO negotiators reached agree- 
ment last week on four disputed 
points in the new contract. The 
agreement now goes to the iocals 


for ratification. 
Eo Bs * 


Stewards Lose 
The request of Local 202 UAW- 
CIO that its stewards be given the 
right to participate in the making of 
original time studies at Federal 
Mogul Corp. was denied by the re- 


gional War Labor Board in Detroit. 
e + _*# 











Texas’ law providing that a 
union organizer must register 
and exhibit his card while solicit- 
ing union membership was ruled 
unconstitutional by a 6 to 3 vote 
of the United States Supreme 
Court. Justices Roberts, Reed and 
Frankfurter dissented. 

President R. J. Thomas, of the 
UAW, had appealed from a de- 
cision of the Texas Supreme 
Court upholding a contempt sen- 
tence against him for violation. 

ok * * 
Plea for Pledge 
Top leaders of the UAW appealed 
by radio for retention of the no- 
strike pledge by union members 
now voting on this issue by refer- 
endum. 





s | 
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HELP WANTED 


Service Manager 


For an established Pontiac Dealership in 
downtown Philadelphia, Penna. 

An unusual opportunity to get in on the 
ground floor. 

We have just purchased an additional 
building ideal for automotive service, 
having 15,000 square feet of space on 
one floor, located on one of the most 
active traffic arteries in the city and with 
entrances on 3 streets. 

The right man can help in expanding the 
present organization, must be capable 
of running the entire Service Department, 
and will earn a substantial salary plus a 
fair share in the profits. 

Certificate of availability needed. 

ALL REPLIES CONFIDENTIALLY TREATED. 


RELIABLE MOTORS 


334 N. Broad Street 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





AUTO PARTS MANAGER for Central 
Ohio Dealer. Excellent opportunity 
for man who has pleasing person- 
ality, good character and auto 
parts experience with either in- 
dependent jobber or auto dealer. 
Present volume of business as- 
sures starting earnings based on 
salary and bonus of over $4000 
PER YEAR. Potential business as- 
sures increased earnings to capable 
operator. Reply Box 835, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit 2, giving ex- 
perience, qualifications, age, etc. 
Replies will be handled in a very 
confidential manner. 





WANTED BUICK-CHEVROLET PARTS- 
MAN. University town, permanent posi- 
tion. Good post-war future. Nall Chev- 
rolet, Iowa City, Iowa. 

FORD PARTS COUNTER MEN, EX- 
PERIENCED. With well known 
Ford dealer and parts distributor 
in Miami, Florida. We offer un- 
usual opportunities for advance- 
ment. Call 92757 or Write SAM 
MURRAY, 1917 Biscayne Blvd., 
Miami 36, Florida. 


Bookkeeper- 
Office Manager 


With auto dealership ex- 
perience, to take com- 
plete charge of large 
Chevrolet dealer’s office. 
This position requires a 
man or woman with 
proven managerial abil- 
ity and experience, high- 
est compensation, per- 
manent future. Mr. 
Rose, Grand River 
Chevrolet, 5100 Grand 
River Ave., Detroit 8, 
Michigan. 








Hurry! 


114 cars available at as 


is New York Ceiling. 


These cars will be sold 


to the first dealers. 


Call Mr. Nardin or Mr. 
Horton, Trafalgar 
4-2830 for sample car- 
load. 


Reliance 


Motors 


2040 Broadway at 70th. St. 
New York 23, N. Y. 
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ACCESSORIES FOR SALE 





CLASSIFIED WANT AD DEPARTMENT | |i a 


Reaching an estimated 50,000 readers engaged in all branches of the automotive industry from Maine to California. Low Rates: 


$23 each. F.O.B. at Eleventh Street 
Motor Co., 1120 S. llth St., Philadel- 


phia, Pa. 
TEN CENTS (10c) PER WORD for one insertion or 25c per word for 3 insertions. Cash in advance. Count initials and groups of 
numbers as one word. Ads may be signed with your full name and address at regular rates, but if signed “Box No re La) NEW HADES HOT WATER UNDERSEAT 
5 : ies 3 HEATERS with separate defrosting unit. 
care of Automotive News, Detroit 26, Mich.’ add one Dollar ($1) per insertion for this address and extra service as replies are List price eotnatete. tiie: preg He 
forwarded, unopened, the same day received. Display Ads: $7 per inch, per insertion. $32.40. Discount to dealers, W. R. 
Stephens Company, 25 South Tenth St., 


WANT AD DEPT., AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, PENOBSCOT BUILDING, DETROIT 26, MICH 





POSITIONS WANTED 


PURCHASING EXECUTIVE 
AVAILABLE 


Head of purchasing de- 
partment buying mil- 
lions of production 
parts annually desires 











connection. 






Real executive ability. 
High type. Good person- 
ality. Knows production, 







quality control, sched- 





uling. 





Good buyer. Knows 
great quantity of sources 
and which are reliable. 







Phone or Write Leininger 


Leininger Industrial Co. 
406 Fisher Bldg. Ph. Mad. 0362 
Detroit, Mich. 






EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 





UNIVERSAL TOOLS 10 piece set: Brake 
spring pliers, con-rod socket, CEETEE 
pliers, Carburetor jet wrench, brake ad- 
justing wrench, long valve bar, diagonal 
cutters, needle nose plier, screw-driver, 
vise-grips, $19.85. Remit with order. 
Other tools you need now? We'll ship 
COD promptly. DEALERS TOOL SUP- 
PLY, 1527 Grand Ave., Kansas City, Mo. 

BEAN WHEEL ALIGNMENT Machine & 
Bean Wheel Balance Machine, complete 
$450. Lemco Brake Drum Lathe with 
truck adapters, complete $350. 4% x 
414 Air Compressor, water cooled, less 
tank, $100. All in good condition, clean, 
ready for use. Rountree Olds-Cadillac 
Company, 1309 Texas Avenue, Shreve- 
port 6, Louisiana. 


FOR SALE USED WRECKING CRANE, 
cheap. Blaine C. Watson, Ford, Lines- 
ville, Pa. 


FOR SALE, Two C 42 G Rex Degreasers 
complete for 334 dollars each. One 62-12 
Ace spot welder complete for 100 dollars. 
All F.O.B. Wilmington, Delaware. Box 
838, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 26. 


TRUCKS WANTED 











Ford Dealer 


Will purchase any 
amount 1944 Ford 
trucks, less 5%. In- 
quiries from Dealers 
within radius of 300 
miles from New York 
solicited. 


Lasky Motor Car 
Corporation 


90 Montrose Avenue 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 





PARTNERSHIPS 





ATTENTION CHEVROLET DEALERS— 
Would you like active partner, one well 
qualified to produce profitable volume. 
Sixteen years successful management ex- 
perience. Now want to buy active inter- 
est with Chevrolet dealer. Replies con- 
fidential. Box 842, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit 26. 


BUY BONDS 
and STAMPS 
















USED CARS FOR SALE 


100 CARS AVAILABLE at as is Hartford 
Ceiling Prices. These cars are in aver- 
age condition, good assortment of mod- 
els and types. Immediate freight ship- 
ment can be made. Ask for L. Snow, 
Capitol Motors, Inc., 368 Main St., 
Hartford, Conn. Phone 7-8144. 





WHOLESALING 1939 to 1942 cars. Sam 
Greenfield, Auto Merchandiser in Cleve- 
land, Ohio for over 25 years. 


1941 LINCOLN ZEPHYR SEDAN, 17,000 
miles, maroon, overdrive, heater, white 
tires, spare never used, like new, $2,144. 
Lynn H. Maughs, 510 Market St., Fulton, 
Missouri. 





WILL SELL at base price this lot of 
army vehicles. 10 weapon carriers 
(41 Dodges). 1 ambulance, 2 com- 
mand cars with winches. ’41 Chev- | 
rolet Dump. °’42 Chevrolet Dump. 
’"40 Dodge Cargo. Golnick Automo- 
bile Co., 320 South Blakely St., 
Dunmore, Penna. 








USED CARS WANTED | 


SEVEN PASSENGERS, limousines, large 
fives; cars must be _ clean. Prices | 
reasonable. McCLINTOCK - CADILLAC, | 
Lansing, Mich. | 





mM 


EVEN PASSENGER ears, in fine 
condition only. A. A. Auto Service, 
153 West 54 Street, New York, | 
N. Y. Telephone Circle 7-6279. | 


WANT 1939 to 1942 CARS, regardless of | 
condition. Write to DEALER, 3510 E.| 
142nd., Cleveland, Ohio. | 


CASH FOR ONE Comutnndhemmaahaanie! 
ear with winch in good running condi-| 
tion. Paul Craig, Box 72, Charleston, 
W. Va., Phone 54-152. | 





WE WILL BUY YOUR ENTIRE STOCK 
of used cars from ‘37 to °42 models at | 
Region ‘‘A’’ base prices. Send your com- | 
plete inventory list to Keller Motors, | 
2750 West Alameda, Denver 9, Colorado. 





WE SUPPLY USED CARS for Southern 
& Western Market. What are your re- 
quirements? Economy Motor Sales, Inc., 
Elyria, Ohio. 


TRUCKS WANTED 


WE WANT TO BUY fifteen new Chevrolet 
or GMC trucks, one and one half ton. 
Prefer 2-speed rear axles, 825-20 tires, 
any wheelbase lengths. Write, wire or 
phone 2291. Fort Deposit Motor Co., Fort 
Deposit, Alabama. 


WANTED NEW 1942 Ford 134” Panel. 
L. F. Donnell, Inc., 1811 Market St., 
Youngstown, Ohio. 











STATION WAGONS FOR SALE 





USED BODY ONLY, for 1942 Chevrolet | 
station wagon. Condition like new, used | 
only 2700 miles. Ready to install, in- 
cluding cowl. Leo Rocca, Inc., 4301 Con- 
necticut Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C. 


TRUCK EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 











LARGE NUMBER ssix-hole, seven inch 
Dodge truck wheels. Nine dollars each. 
Yearwood Motors, 405 North Main St., 
Shelbyville, Tenn, 





BUSES FOR SALE 





NEW FORD SCHOOL BUS, Wayne 42- 
passenger body, now available. Retail 
ceiling price, $3097. Will sell for $2800. 
Box 339, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 


j 





26. 

MIDDLE WEST BUS HEADQUARTERS. 
New, used. We buy, sell, trade all 
makes, all models. Call, write, wire: 


QUEEN CITY CHEVROLET CoO.. 318 
East Sixth St., Phone: Parkway 4880, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 








BEN FISHEL AUTOMOBILE 
AUCTION COMPANY 
at 10:30 a.m. 
Every Tuesday — Rain or Shine 
Used Cars and Trucks On Hand 
At All Times 


FOR DEALERS ONLY 





WE BUY WE SWAP WE SELL 
COME BUY COME SELL 


Phones 127-128-591 
2112-14-16 Sycamore St. 
Cairo, Il. 











| CRANKSHAFT Grinding & Metallizing. 











Minneapolis, Minnesota. 





ACCESSORIES WANTED 





oe. TO BUY. Automobile heat- 
ers, HaDees preferred. L. S, JUL- 
AIRPLANES LIEN, Inc., 1443 P St., N.W., Wash- 
RRR Seen ee ee ington 5, D. C. 
AIRPLANES FOR SALE—Now ready 
with air worthy certificates—three 
hwo tae Army training planes. 
wo Taylor-craft tandem trainers. caver 7A omen . . 
Inquiries solicited from those who WANTED - WANTED - WANTED 
went io buy or those who want to| NEW AUTO RADIOS & AUTO HEATERS 
sell. MOSBY-MACK MOTOR COM-| Need unlimited quantity of NEW Auto 
PANY, Ford Dealers, Topeka, Kan- | Radios and Heaters (Stewart-Warner gaso- 
sas. ____. | line and dash type hot water heaters. Will 
pay cash. Write for full particulars .. . 
PARTS FOR SALE price, quantity, makes, etc. 
| MANHATTAN AUTO & RADIO CO. 
1706 7th St., N.W. Washington 1, D.C. 











MOTOR REBUILDER’S NOTICE: | 
Used Chrysler, DeSoto, Plymouth, 


Dodge & Dodge Truck Motors. | 
Chrysler & Dodge Dealer, Poplar | DEALERSHIP WANTED 


Bluff, Mo. 





AUTO DEALER with several years suc- 
MISCELLANEOUS | cessful background in the new and used 
| car business is looking for a good live 
General Motors or Chrysler dealership 


JOHN P. HUGHES MOTOR CO., INC.. anywhere in the U.S.A. My past record 


has been O.K.’d with both G.M. and 
801 Commerce St., Lynchburg, Virginia. Chrysler factories. I have enough cash 


PARTS WANTED to handle almost any good proposition. 

| - replies will be held in the most con- 

WANTED NEW OR USED for 1939 eighty ential strictness. Please reply direct to 
series Buick, left front fender with or Herbert J. Robinson, Chicago Auto Mart, 
without well. Write WEST SIDE BUICK| 5668 Broadway. Phone Longbeach 2937, 
AUTO COMPANY, Kingshighway and Chicago 40, Illinois. 


McPherson, St. Louis 8, Missouri. | 
DEALERSHIP FOR SALE 





LEFT FRONT DOOR for 1940 Dodge or 
1940 Plymouth four-door sedan. Also left | CHEVROLET DEALERSHIP located in 


door for 1939 Chevrolet, four-passenger | South Florida, building 50x40, only au- 
coupe. Wire collect. NORFOLK Mo-|  tomobile dealer in county. Will sell parts 
TORS, INC., 19 Water St., E. Wey-| and equipment and other merchandise at 
mouth, Massachusetts. | wholesale price. Will sell or lease build- 


ing. Box 836, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit 26. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


BECAUSE OF HEALTH, negotiating sale 
established dealership now profitably op- 





"42 CHEVROLET DOORS — Very popular — three hun- 
° red car contract. Northeastern town, 
42 “Soemnoan SEATS & fifteen thousand population, county seat 
with thirty thousand trading area, excel- 

SPECIAL LOW PRICES lent building. Will acknowledge inquiries 
oe principals only whose first letter clearly 
COOPER-LEWIS CO., INC. | indicates twenty thousand available and 
765 PARKWAY REVERE, MASS. || managerial experience to unquestionably 


satisfy factory. Box 837, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit 26. 


DON‘T MISS 
This Tax Deduction 


Send $75 Today for a year’s subscription to 


THE STOKES DEALER TAX 
PUBLICATION SERVICE 


Edited by JOHN W. STOKES, Attorney and C.P.A. 


YOU WILL RECEIVE IMMEDIATELY BY RETURN 
MAIL OUR NEWEST SPECIAL BULLETIN 


af TAX SAVING 
SUGGESTIONS 
FOR DEALERS" 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


AUTOMOTIVE TAX PUBLISHERS 
611 Stephenson Bldg., Boulevard at Cass Ave., Detroit 2, Michigan 


Enter My Order for a Year’s Subscription to the 
STOKES DEALER TAX SERVICE 





Send me immediately by the fastest retura mail special bulletin 


“30 TAX SAVING SUGGESTIONS FOR DEALERS” 


IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE I AM ALSO TO RECEIVE 
THE FOLLOWING BULLETINS: 


1. Husband and Wife Partnerships 4. The Tax Examiner and Wage Violations 
2. Debunking Tax Evasion 5. Famous Tax Fraud Cases 
3. Estate Taxes for Automobile Dealers 6. Carry-Back Information (tax refunds) 


My year’s subscription to the STOKES TAX PUBLICA- 
TION SERVICE is to INCLUDE the FOLLOWING: 


4. Executive Tax Manual for Dealer's Own 4. 12 issues Monthly Tax Calendar. 
Personal Use S. All Special Bulletins for next 12 months. 
2. Stokes Tax Manual for Accounting De- 6. Line by Line Instructions for Preparing U. S. 
partment. Income Tax Returns for Corporations, Part- 
3. 24 issues Dealer Tax Bulletin. nerships and Proprietorships. 


MY CHECK FOR $75.00 IS ENCLOSED 
Send Everything To: 


NAME OF COMPANY seins ane iieyehiediecneansiniinnsinsisniiinanteniimiecieebiin 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, ZONE and STATE 


Gen. Mgr. President Accountant Treasurer 


IF YOU CAN AFFORD TO WAIT, SEND FOR DESCRIPTIVE BOOKLET AND 
LIST OF DEALER USERS, MANY OF WHOM YOU PROBABLY KNOW. 
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Original inal Mark Reduced... 
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WPB Explains Cut In 
°45 Truck Quotas 


DETROIT.—WPB last week ex- 
plained that the scheduled produc- 
tion of commercial trucks for the 
first half of 1945 had been reduced 
in the revised program for the year, 
and that production for the second 
half will continue at the reduced rate 
rather than at the rate originally 
programmed for the first six months. 

The Detroit regional WPB made 
public the accompanying table show- 
ing the original program for the first 
half of 1945, the reduced quota under 
the revised program and the produc- 
tion scheduled for the remainder of 
the year at the reduced rate as com- 
pared with total 1944 production. The 
table is a breakdown of the total 1945 
figure announced on Dec. 23: 


First Six Months 
Original Revised 
Quotas Quotas 
Light 
Domestic 
Other 


17,856 
2,144 


19,166 
834 
20,000 20,000 
Medium 
Domestic 
Other 


71,400 
8,600 


54,231 
17,867 


WPB automotive officials empha- 
sized that the quotas originally set 
for the first six months of 1945 were 
reduced in the face of manpower 
shortages, shortages of tires, cast- 
ings and other automotive type com- 
ponents not anticipated when the 
program was originally set up, to- 
gether with increasing pressure 
from other critical war programs 
competing for the same or similar 
resources. Third and fourth quarter 
quotas have been continued at the 
new reduced rate, with the result 
that the program for 1945 is consid- 
erably below earlier expectations. 

In putting the reduced quotas 
into effect, manufacturers are be- 
‘ ing asked to cut back present 


1945 
Total 
Revised 1944 
Program Total 


Fourth 
Quarter 


Third 
Quarter 


None 
None 


35,904 
4,096 


9,024 
966 


9,024 
976 





10,000 10,000 40,000 None 


110,114 
34,067 


73,788 
16,875 


27,261 
8,100 


28,622 
8,100 





80,000 72,098 
Light-Heavy 
Domestic 


Other 


23,718 
3,014 


13,404 
8,596 


35,361 36,722 144,181 90,663 


31,684 
17,630 


20,209 
6,468 


8,087 
4,817 


10,193 
4,217 








26,732 22,000 
Heavy-Heavy 
Domestic 


Other 


6,268 
410 


5,794 
386 

6,678 6,180 

Grand Total 
Domestic 
Other 


120,552 
12,858 


91,285 
28,993 


12,904 14,410 49,314 26,677 


11,181 
773 


2,693 
194 


2,694 
194 


9,115 
223 





2,887 2,887 11,954 9,338 


188,883 
56,566 


47,065 
14,087 


50,533 
13,486 


103,112 
23,566 





133,410 120,278 


61,152 64,019 245,449 126,678 


(1) Breakdown of second quarter quotas between domestic and other 
stated as in original approved program for first quarter with light trucks 


estimated. 


(2) Includes small number of off- 


highway vehicles for export. 


schedules in the first six months 


AAPM Elects 
Crawford to 


Presidency 


DETROIT.—F. C. Crawford, pres- 
ident of Thompson Products, Inc., 
Cleveland, has been elected presi- 
dent of the Automotive and Avia- 
tion Parts Manufacturers, Inc., at 
the annual meeting of the direc- 
tors. Others elected were John 
Airey, president of King-Seeley 
Corp., Ann Arbor, as vice-president, 
and J. L. Myers, executive vice- 
president of Cleveland Graphite 
Bronze Co., as secretary-treasurer. 


By resolution, the directors ex- 
tended the gratitude of the parts 
industry to C. C. Carlton, of Motor 
Wheel Corp., Lansing, who served 
11 consecutive terms as head of 
the association. 


Election of four new directors 
was announced by Frank Rising, 
general manager. They are: Walter 
Rockwell, president of Timken- 
Detroit Axle Co.; W. A. Baker, 
president of Firestone Steel Prod- 
ucts Co., Akron; D. H. Kelly, exec- 
utive vice-president of the Electric 
Auto-Lite Co., and George Ken- 
nedy, president of Kelsey-Hayes 
Wheel Co. 


For America’s Future—For Your 
Future— BUY WAR BONDS. 


Steps Taken to Assure 
Gasoline for Doctors 


WASHINGTON. — The gaso- 
line supply situation has become 
so acute here, that the Office of 
Price Administration and the 
Petroleum Administration for 
War, jointly, have designated 
two filling stations to serve only 
emergency gasoline requirements 
to doctors. 

Local distributors have been 
ordered to keep these stations 
fully supplied with gasoline. 

This gasoline is available only 
to licensed physicians and sur- 
geons, and the OPA has posted 
a representative at each of the 
stations to see that only doctors’ 
needs are met. 


but have been given latitude in 
arranging their production sched- 
ules within the quota for the half 
year in order to make the most ad- 
vantageous use of the flow to the 
assembly plants of components al- 
ready in process of manufacture 
or shipment. 

In view of the fact that production 
had been previously approved for the 
first half of 1945 and that the revised 
program involves a cut from the pre- 
viously approved level, WPB officials 
said the provisions requiring produc- 
tion urgency committee review of 
non-military production above 
fourth quarter 1944 levels, would not 
be considered applicable to the truck 
schedule for the first half of 1945. 

Similarly, the provision in the or- 
der prohibiting carryovers of quar- 
terly production quotas beyond the 
first month of the succeeding quar- 
ter will not be applied within the 
first half of the year. However, 
trucks in the 1944 program not com- 
pleted by Jan. 1 will be counted 
against the 1945 quotas, and any un- 
used quotas for the first six months 
will be cancelled if the vehicles are 





not built before Aug. 1. In the 
authorization of production quotas 
in the third and final quarters of 
1945, the provisions of General Pro- 
gram Order No. 5-10 will apply. 
Although the revised program 
for the year 1945 is seen to be sub- 
stantially larger than the 1944 
program in all categories of trucks 
for commercial purposes, officials 
pointed out that the production 
originally planned for 1945 to meet 
the expanded requirements of es- 
sential domestic and export needs 
was at a rate of 133,410 for the first 
six months, or an annual rate of 
266,820 as compared to the 245,449 
authorized by the revised program. 
It was pointed out that the 188,883 
for domestic use under the revised 
program represented a severe reduc- 
tion from the rate approved in the 
original program for the first six 
months of 1945, which would have 
yielded over 245,000 trucks for this 
purpose during the year 1945. In 


| fact, except for light trucks, the do- 


mestic program for 1945 is slightly 
below the programmed rate for the 
fourth quarter of 1944. 

WPB automotive division officials 
said company-by-company quotas 
would be announced as soon as they 





have been set. 


U. S. OR’s Production 


of 8,833 Buses for ’45 

WASHINGTON — Authoriza- 
tion of the construction of 8,833 
integral buses to meet essential 
passenger transportation needs 
during 1945 was announced last 
week by the Office of Defense 
Transportation following a pro- 
gram determination made by the 
War Production Board. 

The ODT also announced WPB 
approval of the construction and 
manufacture of 19,304 commer- 
cial trailers and 2,961 third axles 
in 1945. 


GM Steps Up 
Production of 


Army Shells 


DETROIT.—General Motors is ac- 
celerating its shell production in 
plants across the country by tens of 
thousands of shells daily to meet the 
expanding requirements of the 
armed forces. 

Chevrolet has just started a 105- 
mm program at St. Louis; Fisher 
Body has a 155-mm program under 
way at its Grand Rapids Stamping 
division plant; Oldsmobile is produc- 
ing shells of various sizes at the 
plants in Janesville, Wis.; Kansas 
City, Mo., and Lansing; Pontiac’s 
155-mm shell program has been oper- 
ating since September. 

Chevrolet began production of the 
105-mm howitzer shells in buildings 
still under construction. The Decem- 
ber output in this plant alone was 
more than three times the original 
estimate. Production of these shells 
is expected to reach hundreds of 
thousands a month early this year. 

At Fisher Body a 150 percent in- 
crease in the production over the 
present schedule is expected by 
February. This will raise production 
to tens of thousands a month. Quan- 
tity production was achieved at 
Grand Rapids only four months after 
an initial letter of intent was re- 
ceived from the government. 

Oldsmobile Division has been pro- 
ducing shells since 1941. Included in 
its schedule are 75-mm, 90-mm, 
4.5 inch rocket shells, 105-mm and 
155-mm sheils. in November more 
than 1,000,000 105-mm and 155-mm 
shells were produced. An overall in- 
crease of nearly 25 percent in its 
schedule has been set by Oldsmobile 
for the first quarter of 1945 over the 
last quarter in 1944. 

In addition to shell production by 
these four divisions, other General 
Motors divisions are producing shot, 
oe cases and shell parts and 

uses. 


Batt Warns of 








U. S. Apportions 
First Half Billion 
in Road Plan 


WASHINGTON.—The Federal 
Works Administration last week 
announced apportionment of the 
first $500 million of the 1.5 billion 
authorized by congress for the 
largest road construction program 
ever undertaken by the federal 
government in cooperation with 
the states. 

Only $100 million, however, will 
be available to the states immedi- 
ately to be used to finance surveys 
and plans and to purchase rights- 
of-way for projects to be con- 
structed at once. The remaining 
$400 million will not be available 
until the president proclaims the 
end of the war emergency or con- 
gress adopts a resolution authoriz- 
ing its expenditure. 

The entire 500 million will be 
apportioned in this manner: 

For the federal-aid highway 
system, divided on a basis of one- 
third each in proportion to area, 
population and mileage of rural 
free delivery and star routes, $225 
million. 

For secondary or feeder roads, 
divided on the same basis as funds 
for the federal-aid system, except 
that rural population, which in- 
cludes the population of places of 
less than 2,500 is substituted for 
total population, $150-million. 

For the federal-aid highway 
system in urban areas, divided in 
proportion to population in urban 
places of 5,000 or more population, 
$125 million. 

The FWA program, under which 
the government will participate 
generally with states on a dollar- 
for-dollar basis, is designed to re- 
move city traffic bottlenecks, con- 
nect the principal cities with ex- 
press highways, give the farmer 
better roads and offer jobs immedi- 
ately after the war. Much of the 
work will be that which has been 
delayed by the wartime curtailment 
of materials and manpower. 


Chevrolet Chassis 
Prices Are Set 


WASHINGTON. — The factory 
price of a Chevrolet model 160-inch 
wheelbase school bus chassis was 
set at $729 by an OPA order effec- 
tive Jan. 1. 

Dealer price. will be $960, with 
customary additional allowances 
for extras, freight, handling and 
delivery, taxes and other dollar 
amounts. The order was issued 
under MPR 136. 


Labor Turn 


To U.S. for Postwar Jobs 


DETROIT.—The postwar federal 
“job budget” proposal may mark 
the beginning of a labor swing 
from management to government 
in the working man’s search for 
postwar security, William L. Batt, 
vice chairman of the WPB, de- 
clared before the Economic Club 
of Detroit last week. 


Sponsored by Senator James E. 
Murray of Montana, the jobs pro- 
posal would commit the postwar 
government to expenditures up to 
40 billion dollars a year to make 
work for all employable persons 
for whom business could not pro- 
vide. 

“This trend is viewed with some 
alarm by many and we know that 
the question of how far the federal 
government should go as an im- 
plement of security is a point that 
has sharp political implications,” 
Batt asserted. 


“The CIO, I presume, would 
have the government go much 
farther than would the National 
Association of Manufacturers. 

“But I think it highly significant 
that the question is not whether the 
government shall be used at all or 
shall not be used at all. It is a 
question of how much the govern- 
ment will be used. It is not black 
and white; it is varying shades of 
gray.” 

Batt asserted that pressure 
groups already are demanding gov- 
ernment help, among them small 
business, which while sharing in 
war prosperity, never profited in 
large enough ratio to satisfy small 
business. 

“But I warn you,” he said, “that 
this urge, this quest for security is 


so deep-seated that, if private en- 
terprise does not keep in sight the 
overall objective of human security, 
if it does not convince the worker 
that it is doing as much for him 
as can practically be done, the 
worker will turn to government and 
there lodge his demands. And gov- 
ernment is not likely to turn a deaf 
ear. 


“I do not condone the present 
situation; but neither am I going 
to waste time in condemning it. 
What does concern me is that we 
may be in for changes more sub- 
stantial than anything we have 
yet seen. 

“In the past, management has all 
too frequently raised prices, limit- 
ed its output, reduced wages and 
has taken steps which, at the time, 
seemed to promise greater corpo- 
rate security but which, in the end, 
proved harmful to the broader pub- 
lic interest in security. 


“Some segments of labor, under 
the urge of a greater and more 
understandable fear than usually 
confronts management, have 
worked in the same direction and 
for the same reasons. 


“We must make an effort to 
understand that such measures as 
reduced output per man, insist- 
ence on shorter working hours and 
overextended seniority claims, 
when length of service would over- 
shadow efficiency, are not taken 
because labor is trying to make 
trouble, but because labor is try- 
ing to make itself more secure. 
But, again, the wider public in- 
terest in security is frequently not 
served.” 
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Expansion Issue 
Confronts New 


Surplus Board 


WASHINGTON. — Whether the 
new Surplus War Property Board 
is going to grow into one of those 
sprawling war agencies or whether 
it is going to remain a tightly knit 
group of policy-making officials was 
a matter of speculation in Washing- 


| ton last week. 


It all depends upon the policies to 
be laid down when the newly named 
board of three—Guy Gillette, Rob- 
ert A. Hurley and Lt. Col. Edward 
H. Heller—actually take over. 


One of the first things they will 
have to decide is whether the board 
is going to remain a strict policy- 
making group which will leave the 
details of disposal to the various 
disposal agencies, or whether, in 
view of the magnitude of the task 
that lies ahead, it is going to build 
a staff capable of working closely 
with the disposal agencies in han- 
dling detailed problems as_ they 
arise. 


A lot of job hunters believe the 
latter, and so heavy has been the 
flood of applications that the Civil 
Service Commission has set up a 


| separate section to handle nothing 
| but SWPB applications. 


J aeger Co. Denies 


Gouge Charges 


MILWAUKEE.—The Jaeger Mo- 
tor Car Co. was named defendant in 
an injunction suit started by OPA in 
Federal Court here to halt alleged 
violation of price ceilings in used- 
car sales. 


A spokesman for the firm denied 
ceiling price violations, and said 
dealers have the right to offer any 
amount a customer will accept on a 
trade-in. In addition to the injunc- 
tion, the OPA asks treble damages 
of $7,500. 


Obituaries: 


Ralph Booney 
PORTLAND, Me.—Ralph Booney, 
53, formerly secretary of NADA, 
died at his home here recently. 
7” 


Glen E. Halliwell 
CANTON, O.—Glen E. Halliwell, 
72, retired automobile dealer, died in 
his home here Jan. 7. He started in 
the automobile business in 1917. 
e « 


William P. Sherman 
WILLOUGHBY, O. — William P. 
Sherman, 80, former dealer and one 
of the first automobile garage oper- 
ators in Ohio, died at his home near 
here. Sherman built a garage here 
in 1912. 
o's @ 
Frank G. Motz 
BUFFALO.—Frank G. Motz, 
sales manager of Klein-Well Chevro- 
let Inc. for 20 years, died here. He en- 
tered the automobile business 40 
years ago. 
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“Dealers Tell Me,” by John O. 
Munn, is an open forum for the 
expression of dealers’ opinions. 





